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Checklist: Designing and Building an Animal Home
Teacher Assessment

Determine whether the following skills are evident in the child’s approach to designing
and building an animal home. You might assign one point for each criterion the child
demonstrates. You can add specific observations or comments in the space below each
criterion.

Name Date

Criteria:

A. Demonstrates knowledge about the animal and its needs.

B. Makes a plan for the home before starting construction.

C. Considers the animal’s needs when selecting materials and designing the
home.

D. Identifies natural and human-made materials in their animal home.
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Animal Homes Idea Web—Sample 1

Duck nest is
hard to see.

Predators can't
reach high in free.

Do they only live

there when they
lay eggs?

Birds use
beaks, feet,

Maybe the tree's
leaves keep the and wings.

rain off.

made by birds

How does it keep
the rain of f?

Hamsters make

doesn't have
nests too.

a roof

Some nests

have roofs. Wasps make

nests too.

nest

Wasp nests
look like paper.

made of sticks
and mud

made of sticks

made of grass
and moss
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Animal Homes Idea Web—Sample 2

Are there nests
in the holes?

Do they dig
with their
teeth too?

They dig with
their claws.

Some birds burrow

in sand or frees. Where do they
put the dirt

they dig out?

Mammals make
them.

Predators are
too big to fit in
the holes.

dug into dirt

keeps babies
safe while they

are youn
yerna How do they

keep it from
falling in?

burrow

warm and

dry inside

Worms make
them.

Insects make
them.
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Name: Date:

Planning My Animal Home

We will build a home for

(name of animal)

We will use these materials:

@ Think: How will we make the materials hold together?

Our animal home will meet these needs:

[Check the ones that apply.]

A place to raise young.

Shelters the animal from weather.

Hides or protects the animal from predators.

Helps the animal get food.

I iy Iy M

Other. (Explain)
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Name: Date:

Request for Materials

Dear Families,

Next week in science class we will be performing an exploration that requires the
following materials:

If you can donate or lend any of these items, please send them in with your child
by

(requested date)

Thank you for your support,

Request for Materials (Session 2) Animal Homes Teacher Master 4



Name: Date:

Animal Homes Presentation Questions

As you get ready to present your animal home to the class, think about these
questions:

1. Which animal was the home built for?

2. How is the home different from the kind of home a wild animal would build?
How is it the same?

3. How does the home meet the animal’s needs?

4. What human-made materials were used in the home?

5. What natural materials were used in the home?

6. What do you like best about the home you built?

7. What would you change if you had more time or different materials?

Animal Homes Presentation Questions (Session 4) Animal Homes Teacher Master 5



Name: Date:

Family Link with Science

Making an Animal Home

| am making an animal home for

| researched my animal at home. | found out:

| will need these materials to build an animal home at school for this animal:

(Place a checkmark next to the materials you will bring from home.)

We will be making animal homes in class on

(date)

Family Link: Making an Animal Home Animal Homes Teacher Master 6
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Termite Mounds
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Ant Hill
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Wasp Nests (Session 1)
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Wasp Nests
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Barn Swallow Nests

Photos: Photos.com

ScienceCompanion
2011 Edition. Copyright ©

Barn Swallow Nests (Session1) 2010 Chicago Science Group.
All Rights Reserved.

Animal Homes Photo Card 5 www.sciencecompanion.com



Hummingbird Nest
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Egret Nests
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Mallard Duck Nest
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Woodpecker Hole
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Sand Martin Colony (Session 1)
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Sand Martin Colony
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Beaver Lodge (Session 1)
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Beaver Lodge
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Arctic Fox Den
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Meerkat Burrow
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Human—Made Animal Homes
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